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Tissot T-Race MotoGP 

LIMITED EDITION 2012 
Become part of racing history with a robust 31 6L 
stainless steel case, scratch-resistant sapphire crystc 
and water resistance up to 10 bar (100m / 330ft). 
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Magician... 

Jeffrey Herlings achievement in lapping virtually the 
entire MX2 field in the two motos of the Grand Prix of 
Benelux was nothing short of outstanding. The Dutch 
teenager’s dominance in the sand is something that not 
many who were at Lierop last weekend will ever forget. 
Check out OTOR’s latest podcast and chat with former 
GP rider Paul Malin by clicking on the link to find out 
how the champion-elect was able to be so quick 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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Nearly man... 

The recent Grand Prix at Brno in Czech Republic was one 
of the most exciting of the season with Dani Pedrosa and 
Jorge Lorenzo getting literal with the MotoGP title chase. We 
feature the former in this OTOR. The Repsol Honda man has 
been overshadowed by the show juggernaut that is Rossi, the 
theatrics of Lorenzo and the skill of Stoner in recent years 
but perhaps the hour has come for this particular Alien 

Photo by Honda Pro images/Northcott 
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Still open... 


The closest major motocross championship in the 
world right now is%ie ‘five members club’ that is 
the AMA Pro 250 contest. Approaching the final 
round at Lake Elsinore this weekend Blake Baggett 
'is hanging onto the red plate by the skin of*his teeth. 
The AMA series is no stranger to last race dramatics, 
all tN^way from Langston to Pourcel, and will there 
be a surprise in California before all thoughts*turn to 
the Motocross of Nations? 


Photo by Steve Cox 
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READY TO RACE 


This is what serial winners look like. The KTM 350 SX-F unites ferocious 
force with playful handling. Add a rider like Tony Cairoli and you’ve got the 
title contender in the MX1 class. If you’re up for extreme speed combined 
with unrivalled reliability, we’ll see you at your KTM dealer. 
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GETTING 
A-H E AD 

By Adam Wheeler 

Photos/3D designs by Juan Pablo Acevedo/Magaro Paintings/Oriol Garzon 


HOW A CUSTOM-PAINTED LID ARRIVES FROM A FEW 
DRAWINGS TO A MOTOCROSS GRAND PRIX START GATE 

T he scene and situation was ideal. The chance to give 
factory Monster Energy Yamaha rider Shaun Simp¬ 
son the chance to design his own helmet and have it 
painted in time for his home event at the British Grand 
Prix. 

With the expert input of Magaro Paintings - the force 
behind the distinctive MotoGP Champion trophy tower 
and other helmet designs such as that for Moto2 star 
Pol Espargaro - OTOR was able to track the process of 
this special and personalised project from a few dia¬ 
grams and talks to the finished product. 
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Feature 





CUSTOM LID PAINTING 


Shaun Simpson, former British and Belgian 
MX Champion, Grand Prix rider since 2005: 

“I got my thinking cap on once I was given 
this opportunity. A custom lid is something 
I’ve never had before, other than the helmets 
that were made for the Motocross of Nations 
and they were pre-planned with maybe just a 
little personal touch here or there. I actually 
sat down with a friend and thought about it 
and had plenty of time on the thirty hour drive 
back from the Grand Prix of Russia.” 

Marc Garcia, Magaro Paintings: 

“I'd never painted a helmet for a motocross GP 
rider and this was a big motivation and some¬ 
thing I’d wanted to do. I guess many riders 
have to use a type or colour of helmet because 
it is part of their deal and from what I see 
there are not many using a custom design.” 


Shaun: “I started getting the crayons out, jot¬ 
ting down some ideas and playing around with 
some colours. We thought it might look good 
with the Scottish flag on the top and the tartan 
band was pretty special to Scotland as well. I 
guess you could say maybe it was a bit much 
but I reckon we pulled it off quite nicely. It was 
quite smart to have those bits of paper in front 
of me and think ‘OK, here we go, I’ve got ten 
attempts to get it right’. We obviously had to 
work around the Monster Energy logos and 
the black background they need but I think it 
was quite bold and simple really. We also took 
some pictures at the Czech Grand Prix for the 
3D view of the helmet being exploded onto my 
head and that was all part of the experience.” 

Marc: “Making the design without the helmet 
in front of you can be tricky. You have to map it 
out in photoshop on a flattened image and you 
cannot imagine the volume of the actual lid. 
Something that might look like a cross on the 
screen doesn’t appear like that over the con¬ 
tours of the helmet. It is always better to have 
it in front of you.” 




Marc: “The first thing to do - if possible - is 
dismantle the lid to keep as many components 
as clean as possible. We then cover the rubber 
seals and other elements that cannot be re¬ 
moved and need to be protected. We sand the 
helmet to remove any fabricated layers and to 
leave most of the surface completely smooth 
and ready to paint and apply new layers.” 

“With Shaun’s lid which was already painted 
and one off the production line we sanded 
with a machine because by hand it would have 
taken centuries! Of course when you get close 
to the rubber you have to take care and the 
machine itself does not do the job in a mo¬ 
ment. You have to continually work it over, re¬ 
move the varnish, removes the stickers and it’s 
not easy. The helmet has to be totally smooth 
without disturbing the fibre, pretty much how’d 
you prepare a wall for painting.” 

“Once the surface is ready and the other areas 
are covered then you add an emulsion layer 
and what I usually do is apply a base colour. 

In Shaun’s case it was white with a view to¬ 
wards the Scottish flag and the tartan strap 
that would involve a more complicated set of 
colours.” 

“I use special tapes that can range from 1.5mm 
to 3.5cms to make the design on the helmet 
and this helps with visualising how it will look 
before painting can begin. This process helps 
with seeing how the scheme will look from the 
computer screen to the actual helmet.” 


























CUSTOM LID PAINTING 


“The short time frame was the 
hardest part of this helmet. The 
design was pretty simple. The 
tartan strap needed quite a bit of 
work but overall it was the clock 
that was the main obstacle to 
ensure we had it ready.” 


Marc: “It is always better to make sure the 
painting is done in one layer and that means 
the design is applied in sections. There are 
different types of paint. The one coat material 
that is used in the auto mobile industry and for 
many helmets leave a shiny finish and can dry 
from 8-20 hours whereas there are other liq¬ 
uids that need repeated coasts and dry much 
quicker. In Shaun’s case we used the one-coat 
and we had three principal colours; black, 
white and blue. We had to wait almost three 
days so that all was dry.” 

“We paint the bigger sections with an air gun 
of which there are many different nozzle sizes 
and the application of the paint has to be 
made in even and well-spread strokes so you 
don’t have too much build-up. The smaller 
stuff was done with another gun but it was a 


tool more like a pencil, very fine and ideal for 
those minute details and shadow effects.” 

“The Scottish flag took about 30 minutes but 
the tartan was much more because it had to 
be taped and painted and re-painted. There are 
about five colours in there.” 

Shaun: “I really wish I could have gone along 
to see it being sprayed or painted but with the 
time frame we had and commitments else¬ 
where with races and training it was not possi¬ 
ble to get to Barcelona. I’m ‘into’ that creative 
side of things. I just enjoy anybody demon¬ 
strate a kind of skill to a high level. To see oth¬ 
ers showing their stuff gives me motivation to 
be good at what I do.” 




Feature 


CUSTOM LID PAINTING 


"You cannot make mistakes. There is a very thin margin. 
The key is to have a lot of patience and to do each stage 
the best you can. This is the only way to do a good job..” 



PLAY 


Marc: “When everything is painted you need 
to sand the helmet again so that the varnish 
leaves an even effect. This is another delicate 
stage because if you haven’t put enough paint 
then you can scrub some away. You aren’t 
working the helmet over that hard but this is 
the finishing stages so it has to look right and 
you also don’t want to be touching it too much 
because varnish doesn’t like fatty fingerprints 
or humidity.” 

“Many people think varnishing is easy because 
it is a layer you don’t really see but I think it is 
one of the more difficult because the helmet 
has to look uniform and totally the same in 
terms of texture. Varnish can take nearly 24 
hours to dry and the right quantity is key; too 
much can leave that horrible bleeding effect 
which is a disaster and means a major repair 
job.” 

“Varnishing is also the really nice part of the 
process because the helmet is almost finished 
and you can see your work well. I do two layers 
and use more cloths and water to achieve the 
finished effect. If you have stickers then you 
also have to work this into the varnishing and 
cleaning procedure.” 


Shaun: “What surprised me was the design 
process. How they could take my little draw¬ 
ings and ideas into a full-blown computer im¬ 
age within a day or so. And then what turned 
up at Matterley Basin was what we had on the 
render. It was quite special to see what they 
can do. The finish of the helmet was great; it 
was nice and shiny which is something we’ve 
missed this year with the matte model we’ve 
been running. It was a shame we couldn’t have 
pulled a couple of holeshots to keep it chip- 
free!” 

Marc: “It is better to have a strong varnish with 
a helmet for ‘cross because of all the elements 
on the track but there is not much you can do 
if there is a decent hit from a stone! No varnish 
will offer protection. When you see MotoGP 
helmets after the race they are also pretty 
messy. Mosquitos splattered everywhere and 
the riders bash the lid against the screen and 
also with the chin bar on the fuel tank when 
they are tucked in.” 
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Feature 








CUSTOM LID PAINTING 


Marc: “When you paint a helmet for the guy 
on the street and someone who doesn’t need 
space for logos or stickers all that space can 
make it seem very big. A race helmet can have 
the reverse effect but I think it’s much nicer 
when it’s quite busy and the Monster logo is 
so distinctive. If you are super artistic then 
it’s better not to have restrictions but I think it 
worked out quite well.” 

Shaun: “Quite a few people talked about it or 
wanted to look at it and the overall reaction 
was pretty cool and at the end of the day that 
was the main aim and it was something differ¬ 
ent to wear at my home GP.” 


Marc: “Contours, holes and the shapes of the 
helmets nowadays can make clarification of a 
design harder to do. At one point we had the 
white lines on Shaun’s helmet coming further 
down but it looked weird and not really like a 
flag. I think it is better to have a helmet that 
is more varied in shape than one totally flat 
because you can play with the lines and incor¬ 
porate it onto the design. By that same token 
a design for one helmet will not really work for 
another.” 



PLAY 


Design, 3D and Painting by Magaro Paintings/Oriol Garzon. 
With thanks to Puma and Monster Energy 






GRAND PRIX OF BEN 

LIEROP ■ SEPTEMBER 2nd ■ Rnd 14 

MX1 winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 
MX2 winner: Jeffrey Herlings, KTM 
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By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer www.rayarcher.com 








Five in a row for Cairoli who had already won 
two of his five world championships at Lierop. 

His authority in the sand means that the Sicilian 
has won all Grands Prix in the terrain since 2010, 
Jeffrey Herlings showed almost everyone his 
number plate at Lierop (previous page) 




I t was special and memorable and it was com¬ 
plete. When Red Bull KTM’s Jeffrey Herlings 
looks back on 2012 it will be difficult to get past 
this unforgettable day at Lierop. Overshadowing 
the fact that the Dutchman claimed his eighth 
victory of the season and sixth double while ex¬ 
tended his points lead to 65 (making this week¬ 
end’s Grand Prix of Europe at Faenza a crucial 
date for the penultimate fixture of sixteen) was 
the manner of his authority in the sand. Lapping 
riders up to second position in the first moto and 
up to third in the second race the teenager fur¬ 
ther boosted his billing as the best sand rider in 
the world. 


In my twelve years of covering every single moto- 
cross Grand Prix I have not seen anything like it, 
not even in the pomp of Stefan Everts. That Her¬ 
lings could make exceptional riders like Tommy 
Searle (who defeated him on two occasions just 
two weeks prior in the UK), Arnaud Tonus, Zach 
Osborne, Jake Nicholls and a glut of promising 
teenagers look like rookies was part of the ge¬ 
nius. Only runner-up and team-mate Jeremy Van 
Horebeek escaped the menacing growl of the ‘84’ 
250SX-F and the nature of Herlings’ butt-patch 
(see pic) indicates that the rout of the MX2 class 
was a planned ploy all along after the humbling 
treatment of the champion-elect at Matterley 
Basin. 


Herlings used the hundreds of bumps and holes 
of the Lierop sand to carry more speed, lift his 
front wheel higher than most and sail through the 
most demanding terrain of the season to-date. It 
wasn’t boring because it was so terrific to watch. 


“I loved this weekend,” he said. “I kept charging 
and charging and I saw I was lapping some good 
riders and it was a case of ‘OK, just one more’. I 
saw and passed Tommy, got Max and needed one 
more lap for Jeremy and that would have been 
all the field; it was a good first moto! They flat¬ 
tened some of the track in the second moto and 
that made it easier for all. Before we went out I 
hoped they hadn’t done that because I thought 
I could get everybody, but after a while I had to 
say ‘forget that’!” 





“I honestly have no idea,” he offered trying to explain his 
superiority. “I just did my own race. I grew up in the sand 
so I know how to race it. I rode almost the same pace for 
forty minutes and most of the guys are fast in the begin¬ 
ning but then those lap-times drop by maybe over ten 
seconds. Mine dropped also, but maybe not as much.” 

Van Horebeek was a distant second and Max Anstie 
shoved all criticism of his polemic Motocross of Nations 
team selection with a deft handling of the surface for 
a first 2012 podium in MX2 and first for Honda in four 
years. 

In MX1 Tony Cairoli equalled a career-best win-streak with 
his fifth consecutive success and seventh 1-1 run on the 
350SX-F. The Sicilian is having an immense term and it is 
surely a matter of hours before a fourth MX1 title on the 
trot is confirmed. Even a crash and slightly painful wrist 
could not incite Red Bull KTM team-mate Ken De Dycker 
to push forward and catch the owner of nine events this 
year. “You could almost say I was first because it’s like he 
comes from another planet,” complimented the Belgian. 

Cairoli’s 76 point gap with just 100 remaining means that 
he is extremely likely to add title celebrations in Italy 
in front of his fans to those parties enjoyed in Holland 
(twice), Northern Ireland, Brazil and Germany since 2005. 
Part of the reason why ‘222’ has stretched away has been 
through the inconsistency of his rivals; a clear picture 
of which was shown again at Lierop. Rockstar Suzuki’s 
Clement Desalle was sixth overall due to a painful right 
hand, Christophe Pourcel only completed several laps due 
to a shoulder blade fracture. Gautier Paulin had just one 
decent moto in fifth and Max Nagl led the opening half 
of the first race but crashed on the first lap of the second 
and entered the pits with a broken footpeg. 

Although worthy mentions must go to Tanel Leok (the Su¬ 
zuki man’s first podium in yellow and since 2010), Evgeny 
Bobryshev (fourth overall representing his best finish of 
’12 yet on the factory Honda) and Monster Energy Yama¬ 
ha’s Shaun Simpson with a season highest fifth place. 

Faenza could again witness incredible scenes in a matter 
of days. David Philippaerts’ last gasp spoils at the venue 
in 2008 still represents the most exciting culmination of 
a championship tussle seen in MX1 yet but they could be 
surpassed by Cairoli’s (and Herlings’) date with destiny 
that will see the champion become the joint second most 
successful GP racer of all time. 







Rockstar Energy Suzuki WMX1 Team Principal 
Sylvain Geboers said Tanel Leok is hardest 
working rider he has had on a factory Suzuki. The 
Estonian finally showed some of that speed and 
fire on the sand for an overdue podium finish 




Waiting to dish out more punishment. Cairoli 
made mistakes in Holland but had too much 
speed, skill and energy for everyone else 
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De Dycker earned his third podium^ 
result from the I^Wive races and wa: 
happy to talk aMut a return to the 
Belgian team f^the MX of Nations 
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The Brits showed their class in the sand. Max Anstie 
could be forgiven for smirking at the naysayers over 
his Nations selection with a first 2012 podium while 
Jake Nicholls (insert) was also no slouch. Tommy 
Searle was fourth on one of the very few occasions 
where the Kawasaki rider has missed the podium 







Did Herlings (above) plan his lapping masterstroke? Mel 
Pocock (right) took a fifth win from six to stand on the edge 
of the European MX2 crown. Gautier Paulin (bottom right) 
had a decent first moto. Valentin Guillod shows just how 
tiring the sand can be by pushing his KTM to the line in MX2 
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Nagl was brilliant and then 
bashful...while the title of 
‘darling’ of the Dutch crowd 
thas now firmly passed from » 1 '• 
Marc De Reuver (bottom left) ' 
to Herlings (bottom right). 













CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Ken De Dycker, BEL 

KTM 

3 

Tanel Leok, EST 

Suzuki 

4 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

5 

Shaun Simpson, GBR 

Yamaha 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 14 of 16 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

592 

2 

Clement Desalle 

516 

3 

Gautier Paulin 

468 

4 

Christophe Pourcel 

452 

5 

Ken De Dycker 

446 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Jeremy Van Horebeek, BEL 

KTM 

3 

Max Anstie, GBR 

Honda 

4 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 

5 

Arnaud Tonus, SUI 

Yamaha 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 14 of 16 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

622 

2 

Tommy Searle 

557 

3 

Jeremy Van Horebeek 

519 

4 

Jake Nicholls 

387 

5 

Joel Roelants 

367 






































Clement Desalle (below) sees another 
world championship plight dented by 
injury. The Belgian is likely to finish as 
runner-up for the second time in three 
years. Jeremy Van Horebeek (left) picks 
up his prize from girlfriend Sophie 








KBS NEWS 

FR OS SARD CONFIRMED 
AS PADDOCK EVOLVES 


onster Energy Yamaha used the Grand 
Prix of Benelux to announce their wholly 
expected signature of Steven Frossard on a 
new two year deal and the Frenchman will fill 
the role of the factory team’s ‘marquee’ racer; 
a trend that most manufacturers are follow¬ 
ing with Clement Desalle ensconced at Suzuki, 
Evgeny Bobryshev at Honda, Gautier Paulin at 
Kawasaki and Tony Cairoli at KTM. 

Tight budget situations are leading MX1 
squads to secure their ‘banker’ for potential 
2013 success and prominence and then ex¬ 
amining what funds are left for the second 
berths with the investment seemingly leading 
towards young talent. Tommy Searle is already 
remaining green and in the confines of the CLS 
crew. Jeremy Van Horebeek and Joel Roelants 
are rumoured to be running in green and blue 
while Max Nagl could also go red. Older hands 
like Kevin Strijbos and Ken De Dycker are 
bringing their own forms of backing to retain 
(allegedly yellow in Strijbos’ case and KTM for 
De Dycker) first class equipment. 


Entirely capable and professional riders like 
Tanel Leok, Shaun Simpson, Xavier Boog and, 
notably, David Philippaerts are trying to see 
what is available and hoping the bidding wars 
do not get to a point where the risks of the job 
become even more ridiculous compared to the 
rewards. 

The need for athletes to evaluate and evolve as 
a marketable force is coming into sharp focus 
as brands are offering machinery and support 
but the purse strings are knotted. Christophe 
Pourcel - a rider who has not been linked with 
grand prix teams and seems increasingly likely 
to find some arrangement back in the AMA 
series - set-up his own collaborative effort in 
2012 but commented to OTOR how difficult it 
had been. 

It seems that world championship motocross 
is not quite prepped for entrepreneurial racers 
just yet but for some it is already looking like 
a bold and necessary new route if they are to 
remain on the GP scene. 















KTM BRACED FOR HISTORIC 
2012 RACING CAMPAIGN 


I paid a visit to the KTM factory in Austria last 
week and there is genuine excitement in the 
halls of Mattighofen that the orange crew are 
on the verge of their most memorable racing 
season yet. 

The FIM MX1 World Championship - the pre¬ 
mier class of international motocross - didn’t 
come into their hands until 2010 (and with a 
brave and revolutionary 350cc project) but it 
looks as though it will remain theirs for the 
third season in a row with Tony Cairoli. KTM 
have been the ‘go to’ manufacturer for the 
smaller cylinders and especially MX2 since 
they captured their first crown in 2004 - the 
inaugural year of the category - with Ben 
Townley. Tyla Rattray, Marvin Musquin, Ken 
Roczen and now Jeffrey Herlings (potentially) 
contributing to a haul of six titles in nine years. 
2012 could be their third season of domina¬ 
tion in both disciplines and it is the first when 
they have been able to add the AMA 450 title 
to their cannon for a collection of garlands on 
both sides of the Atlantic, thanks to Dungey, 

De Coster and co in Temecula. 


It might actually become a shock for the 
company to lose rather than sweep all aside, 
especially with Cairoli, Herlings and Dungey 
entrenched for 2013 and Roczen and Musquin 
recently inking new two year deals for AMA 
Lites SX and the 250s. 

AMA, MX1 and MX2 would satisfy their core 
market aims but there is also a plethora of 
other achievements that mean the market¬ 
ing department and the poster designers will 
have their work cut out towards the end of the 
calendar. Several FIM Enduro World Champi¬ 
onships have been bagged (El and E3), Marc 
Coma has already won the FIM Cross Country 
Rallies crown, Cyril Despres owned the Dakar 
and Taddy Blazusiak gathered the FIM Super 
Enduro World Championship. 

Shaving the nobs off the tyres and KTM haven’t 
stopped. They lead the new Moto3 series of 
MotoGP and have three victories to-date with 
the 250 GPR. A championship at the highest 
level of road racing would breach a new fron¬ 
tier...their RC8 Superbike even posted solid 
results at the rejuvenated Isle of Man TT. 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 




SUES BLOG 


SANDY SURPRISES?? 

By Adam Wheeler 


A nd so we enter the last month of the off¬ 
road season. Enduro, the Six Days, AMA 
MX and of course MX Grand Prix will all be 
wrapped-up in the coming weeks. 

With two rounds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship still to run the talk and expecta¬ 
tion around the 66th Motocross of Nations is 
starting to gain momentum. Ever since each 
possible square metre of spectator space was 
taken at Ernee in France in 2005 the Nations 
(‘des’ or the more modern and international ‘of’, 
take your pick) has been the big curtain-dropper 
on the international scene. 

It is not hard to get excited about the Nations, 
even before you start analysing things like 
entries lists, star names or indulge in some 
proper bench racing. The diversity of countries 
on the track (and ability levels it has to be said) 
is almost matched by the cosmopolitan ranks of 
the fans and the sense of fun embodied by the 
costumes, chants and banter. The FIM like to 
refer to the race as the ‘Olympics’ of motocross 
but it is far more like the festival that is the FIFA 
world cup but squashed into one day. 

There was talk of the meeting coming to Lom- 
mel for the first time in three decades back 
when the popular training venue gained Grand 
Prix status again in 2009. Flonestly, I will ex¬ 
tremely curious to see how the compact and flat 
circuit will have changed for the busy event on 
September 30th and whether it will have im¬ 
proved in terms of providing a spectating expe¬ 
rience. The sand is special and a different type 
of motocross but it can become so lumpy and 
slow that the riders end up battling the terrain 
as much as themselves by the end of 35 minute 
motos. Importantly I think it might represent 
the best chance of another nation knocking the 
reigning champions from their perch. I doubt 
there is anything like Lommel on the AMA 


calendar and even a site like Southwick will 
be closer to the fast bumps and ripples of the 
Dutch GP circuits like Valkenswaard and Lierop. 
It would involve a high degree of stupidity to 
assume the Americans cannot ride sand and 
fast, but Lommel will provide a few surprises 
with how it morphs late into the races and there 
could also be the added factor of strain on the 
bikes. Team USA benefitted from a mechanical 
problem for France at St Jean last year and their 
luck could be on a timer. 

Lommel might present the 
best chance of someone 
knocking the champs 
from their perch... 

Where the USA do have strength (and it is per¬ 
petual every twelve months) is in their ability 
across the board. Cairoli, Herlings and Roczen 
are all proven at Lommel and it is possible that 
the Americans won’t even earn a chequered flag 
but Italy and Holland are unlikely to be in the 
frame for the Chamberlain cup. I think France, 
Belgium, Germany and Britain are best placed. 
The biggest folly for any motocross fan or ob¬ 
server of the Nations is to underestimate. 

The last trip into sand took place in 2004 with 
Team USA absent. The year before in 2003 
Stefan Everts had no answer to the Ricky Carmi¬ 
chael Show in the soft stuff of Zolder. It was as¬ 
sumed by a good many that the Belgian would 
walk off with the acclaim and although the 
Flemish team did conquer (making it a double 
at Lierop in ’04, the last time a country other 
than USA raised the trophy) Carmichael made a 
mockery of those hinting at American weakness. 
Don’t make the same mistake. 
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AMA-MX FMF STEEL CITY NATIONAI 


DELMONT, PA ■ SEPTEMBER 1st • Rnd 11 of 11 


450 winner: Ryan Dungey, KTM 
250 winner: Eli Tomac, Honda 


Words and photos by Steve Cox, www.hoppenworld.com 
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T ensions are getting high as we head into the 
2012 Lucas Oil/AMA National Motocross Se¬ 
ries Finale in Lake Elsinore, California - at least 
in the 250cc class. Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey 
has reeled off nine overall victories in a row, los¬ 
ing only two motos in that 18-moto stretch - a 
first race loss to Motoconcepts Suzuki's Mike 
Alessi at Washougal and a second-moto loss 
(after being forced to pit for fuel) at Southwick 
to Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Tyla Rattray. The 
other four moto wins at Hangtown and Freestone 
went to Yoshimura Suzuki’s James Stewart prior 
to him injuring his wrist in Colorado. 

So, there’s not much going on in the 450cc class. 
Dungey and KTM have turned it into a yawner 
without the likes of Trey Canard, Chad Reed, 

Ryan Villopoto, and with the exit of Stewart. 

But the 250cc class... 

Monster Energy/Pro Circuit Kawasaki’s Blake 
Baggett has led the championship from the first 
moto of the first round with his late-race heroics 
snatching victory. 

This is remarkable for a lot of reasons, chief 
among them the fact that he’s basically been 
doing it by himself out on the race track. The 
GEICO Honda guys - Justin Barcia and Eli Tomac 
- have each other, as well as team-mates Wil 
Hahn and Justin Bogle to lean on. The Red Bull 
KTM squad has Ken Roczen and Marvin Mus- 
quin, both of whom can count on the other to be 
polite on the track, along with the other KTM- 
sponsored racers and teams. 

But Baggett? With Wilson out and Tedesco a bit- 
part player with the leaders, Blake has been the 
Lone Ranger out there for Big Green. 

Despite that, he has led the points all season 
long and has scored 9 wins and 16 moto top- 
three finishes in 22 motos run, and he has only 
finished outside the top five once (sixth place in 
the first dash at Washougal - he won moto two 
that day). 

But Steel City was an ‘off day’ at exactly the 
wrong time for Baggett. 





With only one round - two motos - to run fol¬ 
lowing the event, Baggett struggled in the tricky, 
rutted, slick conditions to a 4-4 score, giving him 
36 points on the day. It ties his lowest points- 
scoring haul of the season, which occurred early 
in the series at High Point with a 3-5. And unfor¬ 
tunately for him, Steel City was a great day for 
Eli Tomac, who went 1-1 in front of Ken Roczen 
(3-2) and Justin Barcia (2-3). At the end of the 
day, Baggett saw his 24-point advantage drop 
into just a 14-point lead over Tomac and only 18 
over Barcia. 


As it sits, Baggett has only one more victory than 
Tomac and the quantity of moto wins provide the 
first tiebreaker, so if Tomac goes out and goes 
1-1 in Elsinore, too, Baggett will need a 3-4 score 
or better to be crowned the 2012 250cc National 
Champion. While this seems entirely achiev¬ 
able - and even likely, considering he has only 
finished worse than fourth three times all season 
- we still have the question of how he’ll handle 
the pressure at the finale, and the question of 
momentum, which is entirely in favor of Tomac 
at this point, having taking four of the last six 
chequered flags, including the last three in a row. 
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We’ve never seen Baggett in a championship see 
nario like this, so we’ll know one way or the other 
this coming Saturday evening if Mitch Payton’s 
dominant 250cc squad can avoid losing all three 
2012 250cc titles to the GEICO Honda team. 


and Tomac.(right) look set to frustrate 'the 
- idecoratecLKawasak-i cam pf u rther i n-201-2. \ v ; 2 ' 
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Rainfall created some rough conditions and 
immense ruts at Steel City. Here Barcia gets on 
the gas. In a matter of weeks he will have to be 
a bit more cautious on the CRF450R in Belgium 















Tomac jumps into unclear skies 
for the 2012 250 class; much to 
the benefit of fans worldwide. 
Mike Alessi (below) won’t swap 
that ‘800’ for a ‘2’ for ‘13 








AMA-MX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 


AMA 450 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Ryan Dungey, USA 

KTM 

2 

Mike Alessi, USA 

Suzuki 

3 

Josh Grant, USA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Jake Weimer, USA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Tyla Rattray, RSA 

Kawasaki 


AMA 450 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 11 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ryan Dungey 

530 

2 

Mike Alessi 

409 

3 

Andrew Short 

333 

4 

Jake Weimer 

327 

5 

Broc Tickle 

309 


AMA 250 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Eli Tomac, USA 

Honda 

2 

Ken Roczen, GER 

KTM 

3 

Justin Barcia, USA 

Honda 

4 

Blake Baggett, USA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Marvin Musquin, FRA 

KTM 


AMA 250 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 11 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Blake Baggett 

472 

2 

Eli Tomac 

458 

3 

Justin Barcia 

454 

4 

Ken Roczen 

427 

5 

Marvin Musquin 

368 





































Marvin Musquin (left) will be American-based for 
another two years and also with the KTM team 
after his fresh deal. Blake Baggett (above) will 
enter the nerviest three weeks of his career with 
Lake Elsinore followed by his second Nations shot 







NEWS 

MILLS APS BACK IN YELLOW 

W hen Davi Millsaps hit the pros he was one He’ll be on factory equipment but racing 
of the hottest amateur prospects Suzuki for the Rockstar Energy Suzuki team, which 

had ever produced. He was actually 15 years through 2012 has been a 250cc-only team. The 

old at the first round of the 2004 125cc East 450cc portion of the team will have its own 
Supercross Championship, which caused him semi, but whether Millsaps will or won’t have a 

to miss that event, but he showed up at the 450cc team-mate is unclear at this time. This 

second round as a fresh 16-year-old, and has leaves an opening at JGR, and it sounds like 

been racing ever since. After years racing for Justin Brayton will be on his way back along- 

Suzuki, then Honda, then JGR Yamaha, he’s side possibly Kyle Chisholm, 

returning to his roots in 2013 and has inked a 
deal with Suzuki. 




STARS ARE READY TO ROLL 


T hree of the biggest losses to the 2012 AMA 
450cc National Motocross Championships 
- Trey Canard, Chad Reed and Ryan Villopoto 
- due to injury are back on the bike and con¬ 
sidering their first racing appointments. Reed 
and Canard have been back on their Hondas 
putting in work to get ready for their return to 
action, possibly as soon as the Monster Energy 
Cup on October 20th, and Ryan Villopoto has 
begun riding his KX450F as well. 


For Villopoto specifically, there were rumors 
that he was considering racing the Elsinore MX 
National, but sources close to the situation say 
that isn’t happening. His first race back will 
definitely be the Monster Energy Cup, provid¬ 
ing he stays healthy and things go according to 
plan between now and then. 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 
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STILL GAS IN THE TANK... 

By Steve Cox 



O ne of the greatest ironies of working in the 
motocross industry is that most of us got 
into it because of our love of motocross; specifi¬ 
cally, riding motocross. When you start out in a 
job like this, you have fantasies about being able 
to ride whenever you want because after all you 
are in the motocross industry, so riding should be 
a huge part of that, right? 

But the truth is that if you want to ride dirt bikes 
a lot, get a job elsewhere because the irony is that 
when you are at the track for your job all of the 
time, the last thing you usually want to do on your 
day off is think about a marked out stretch off dirt 
another time. 

Because of this I get motivated to ride around 
3-6 times per year, on average. Luckily, the rid¬ 
ing style I developed over the decade or so that I 
raced regularly (between 9 and 19 years of age) is 
such that I’m able to swing a leg over a bike and 
go pretty fast, even if it's only for a lap or two be¬ 
fore I suffer incredible arm-pump. And when I say 
that I ride 3-6 times per year, I should note that 
I actually race approximately never, on average. 
Since I quit racing at 19, I’ve competed exactly 
four times, and three of those were Christmas 
Grands Prix at Carlsbad Raceway when I worked 
at Cycle News about 10 years ago. 

Well, two weekends ago, on the weekend off be¬ 
tween the Unadilla and Steel City Nationals, my 
nephew was going to get behind the gate at Lucas 
Oil MX (formerly Starwest) in Perris, California, 
and since I have two bikes in my garage that were 
ready to go (and literally had cobwebs on them), I 
decided I’d go race too. 


I signed up for the Vet Open class on my CR- 
F450R and the Two-Stroke Open class on my 
RM250, and although I suffered from arm-pump 
all day, I managed to pull off the overall wins in 
both classes. I attribute my success mainly to the 
lack of competition, as my categories didn’t have 
many people in them, but regardless, winning two 
classes on the day was as good as I could do. I 
can’t force more people to sign up. 

I ended the day feeling somewhat happy to have 
survived without injury, and I figure that at 35 
years of age, the next time I race may be in the 
0ver-40 class, given my track record. 

The following three days, I could hardly walk, but 
it’s nice to remember, occasionally, why we got 
into this industry in the first place. 
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By Adam Wheeler/Matthew Roberts 

Photos by Honda Pro images/www.redbullcontentpool.com/Gold and Goose 


D ani Pedrosa is on the verge of his best season yet in MotoGP and is just 15 points 
from the summit of the standings. Here’s a swift look at the Spaniard and some 
thoughts from MotoGP TV presenter and expert Matthew Roberts... 









Pedrosa is 27 at the end of this month and has 
been a Grand Prix racer for twelve years. He 
is the only rider in the premier class to have 
competed in other categories and his entire 
world championship career with one manufac¬ 
turer, Honda. 



If the Catalan earns the title in 2012 then 
he will have completed the ‘old’ set of 125cc 
(2003), 250cc (2004, 2005) and premier class 
championships. He has scored at least two 
wins for 11 of his 12 seasons in GP racing and 
despite some injury problems across this span 
of more than a decade has not dropped out 
of the top five in any category after taking 8th 
place in his 125cc rookie attempt in 2001. 



* 
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In 12 Grand Prix seasons Pedrosa has sealed 
pole position in 11 and has also notched double 
figures for podium finishes in at least five terms. 
He has been a MotoGP racer with the factory 
Repsol Honda team for seven campaigns and 
made his debut in 2006. He has recorded a 
spread of podium trophies every year except for 
2010 when his haul of nine garlands was down 
to 4 wins and 5 runner-ups. One more triumph 
in 2012 will equal that record tally of 2010 for 
the Switzerland-resident. 


He has ridden 990, 800 and 1000 versions of 
the RCV. Two of his team-mates since 2006 have 
won championships (Nicky Hayden and Casey 
Stoner). He will be joined by countryman Marc 
Marquez in 2013 and the newcomer has already 
surpassed Pedrosa’s record of 21 wins achieved 
while still a teenager. 


For 2012 he is the only rider to have accumulat¬ 
ed points at every round so far and his sequence 
of seven consecutive podium results is his most 
prolific in MotoGP to-date. After his win at Brno 
he has a total of 67 rostrum appearances; one 
more than team-mate Stoner. Pedrosa has won 
five times at Valencia (in all classes) but his 
most successful track is Sachsenring in Ger¬ 
many where he has walked the top step on six 
occasions (the last three years in MotoGP). 
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MATT... 

The first time I met Dani Pedrosa was at 
Barcelona airport in early April 2001. We were 
on our way to Japan for the first round of the 
new MotoGP season at Suzuka - my first race 
working for Dorna as their in-house English 
journalist and, of course, Pedrosa’s Grand Prix 
debut. 

In the flesh Dani looks tiny now but watching 
him say goodbye to his mum as a fresh-faced 
15-year-old that day I recall thinking that he 
looked more like a child heading off on a 
school trip than a young man about to tackle 
some of the meanest racers in the world at 
one of its most fearsome tracks. 

That first trip involved a lengthy stop in Frank¬ 
furt and I used it to make conversation with 
Dani, who was listening to a personal CD 
player that his father gave him before he left. 
“What are you listening to?” I asked. “Mike 
and the Mechanics,” he said. “It’s my Dad’s.” 
He also had an Enya CD with him, which 
made me chuckle. 

With the Movistar Junior Team effectively 
on the Dorna payroll our travel plans were 
booked together that year and I spent many 
hours on the move with Dani, Toni Elias and 
Joan Olive. 



We used to spend a lot of the time practicing 
English and I will never forget one particular 
moment when Dani asked me for a sentence 
they could use if any of them managed the 
unlikely feat of a podium. It was something 
really simple like: “I would like to thank my 
sponsors, my team and my family,” and the 
three of them fell about laughing as they prac¬ 
tised it and got it wrong. 

Of course, Dani would come to need it far 
sooner and more often than I’m sure he ever 
imagined and his English, like his riding, is 
near perfection now. 

I don’t claim to know Dani well but from the 
outside he seems to have become somewhat 
introverted over the years, at least within the 
paddock, and very serious about his work. To 
me he always seems to be under pressure, too 
much pressure, and he hasn’t been able to 
enjoy his racing like he did back in those early 
days. 

If anything this year he appears to be a lit¬ 
tle different, especially since that first win at 
Sachsenring. Free of injury and full of confi¬ 
dence, it is showing on the track and it would 
be great to finally see him fulfil that prodi¬ 
gious potential with an overdue first premier- 
class title. 




TO MISANO FOR MARCO 


I t promises to be an emotional trip to Misano 
for a San Marino Grand Prix that will be any¬ 
thing but a regular weekend as the paddock 
pays tribute to the life of Marco Simoncelli. 

Almost a year on from Marco’s untimely death 
we travel to his home circuit, now renamed 
after him, for a weekend of festivities and 
fundraisers in his honour and in support of the 
Marco Simoncelli Foundation. 

Along with a group of friends including former 
500cc World Champion Kevin Schwantz, 125cc 
MX World Champion Jamie Dobb and ex-Su- 
percross star Jimmy Button I will be attempt¬ 
ing to do my bit for the charity by cycling to 
Italy from the UK. 


Twelve of us, split into three groups of four, will 
ride four-hour legs on a constant route from 
Donington Park to Misano across four days 
(leaving this Sunday 9th September during 
the British Superbike Round and arriving on 
Thursday). The total distance is 1600km mean¬ 
ing we will each be required to cover at least 
500km! 

You can follow our progress and donate by 
visiting www.cycleofwishes.com and find out 
more about the events being organised in 
Marco’s honour this weekend at: 

http://www.marcosimoncellifondazione.it 




Sic at Misano 2011. Photo by Honda Pro images 



























































QUESTIONS ON STONER 
RETURN AS OP IS SUCCESS 


A s Casey Stoner hobbled out of the Brno 
circuit and headed for Australia last week 
the inevitable questions started to murmur 
around the paddock...“was that the last time 
we will ever see him?” 

Right now it’s a question even Stoner doesn’t 
know the answer to but you can be sure that 
when it comes it will be a straightforward one 
based on the condition of his ankle and noth¬ 
ing else. 

I spoke to Casey myself before he left and he 
was desperately disappointed to have to give 
up on the dream of a third title and also the 
prospect of potentially never racing a MotoGP 
bike again. 


But the possibility of crashing and permanent¬ 
ly damaging himself for the sake of a fairytale 
ending is not a scenario he is about to enter¬ 
tain. 

This is perhaps Casey’s worst injury yet and 
it couldn’t have come at a more inappropriate 
time but hopefully the healing process is swift 
and we can see him back in action at Phillip 
Island or even before. 

As we saw at Indianapolis, if it is merely a case 
of blocking out the pain he will ride. If his fu¬ 
ture mobility depends on it, he definitely won’t. 
















For publicity opportunities contact us at 
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THE RIGHT TURN?? 

By Matthew Roberts 



I n the month since my last blog for OTOR the 
majority of the remaining grid positions for 
2013 have been decided with more than the odd 
surprise in and amongst. 

I was pretty convinced, although evidently not 
as much as Cal Crutchlow and his management, 
that the British rider would be lining up along¬ 
side Valentino Rossi at Ducati next year and I 
had every confidence that Ben Spies would turn 
his form around and re-sign for Yamaha. 

What Ducati need is a 
rider who can play to the 
strengths of the bike... 

As it has turned out, of course, Rossi is on his 
way back to the Japanese factory, Ducati have 
replaced him with Andrea Dovizioso alongside 
Nicky Hayden and nobody knows what the next 
move from the enigmatic Spies will be. 

Ducati’s activities have been a constant source 
of surprise to me - firstly because of the lengths 
in which they were prepared to go to in order 
to hang onto the services of Rossi despite the 
ineffectiveness of their collaboration thus far 
and then their decision to backtrack on a verbal 
agreement with Crutchlow and plump for his 
current team-mate instead. 

I am a huge admirer of Dovizioso; a more dili¬ 
gent and consistent rider you are unlikely to 
meet. But is diligence and consistency what 
Ducati need right now? I don’t think so. 


Their struggles over the past two years with 
Rossi indicate that their bike cannot be signifi¬ 
cantly changed to suit the demands of the rider. 
The input of Dovizioso, who has such great ex¬ 
perience with Honda and Yamaha over the past 
two seasons, may serve to reinforce Rossi’s res¬ 
ervations about the Desmosedici’s shortcomings 
but he is unlikely to push it beyond the limits of 
his own comfort zone. 

What Ducati need, in my opinion, is a rider who 
can play to the strengths of the bike; a rider who 
can ride the bike how it demands to be ridden. 

It may well be that Crutchlow is not that rider... 
but then again he might be and could have 
been. 


I just feel now was a good time for the Italian 
factory to take a gamble. After all, with their 
reputation currently at rock bottom, what have 
they got to lose? 
















FOX 

The V4 is the latest and one of the most excit¬ 
ing products to emerge from the apparel/clothing 
giants whose logo has become synonymous with 
extreme sports and a distinctive lifestyle look. 

The new helmet features a carbon fibre construc¬ 
tion to become even lighter than the V3 and it’s 
full of small details that show the depth of re¬ 
search and consideration that had been poured 
into the evolution of this industry heavyweight. 

Flush joints across the surface reveal the qual¬ 
ity of the build, cooling vents (16 incoming and 8 
‘exhaust’ channels and 4 feeding into the goggle 
area), more options for outer shell and inner pads 
to find the perfect fit and a series of fetching de¬ 
signs. Our pick is the Flight Carbon... 

Pick this lid up in a shop or store and you’ll im¬ 
mediately feel difference over a number of com¬ 
petitors. Hence the reason the V4 merits space in 
these pages. 








BARBOUR 



There are plenty of fashion labels and brands look¬ 
ing to capture on the ‘cool and dirty’ off-road look 
but some adopt a more direct approach. 

British firm Barbour has almost 120 years of his¬ 
tory in producing high quality jackets (they knock 
out over 100,000 a year) and also has other casu- 
alwear for men, women and children. Their associ¬ 
ation with iconic actor Steve McQueen through his 
estate has only come about recently and through 
the actor’s use of the products representing the 
United States at the 1964 International Six Days 
Trial. 

The line involves six jackets, shirts, knitwear, jeans 
and trousers, T-shirts and even some bags. Bar¬ 
bour’s website has some decent editorial about the 
film star’s obsession with motorcycling. 
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Products 

ossa 


Ossa is one small Catalan manufacturer in band 
that included Bultaco, Montesa, Gas Gas, Derbi 
that pioneered European motorcycle fabrication 
during the mid-to-late eras of the last century. 


Like several of its peers the Ossa brand (flowered 
in 1949 with their first Ossa 125 and closed in 
1982) has received a fresh injection of impetus 
in the new millennium and from 2010 the factory 
lines started to roll again in Girona, north of Barce¬ 
lona. 


With Trial and Enduro machines (Girona is argu¬ 
ably the hotbed of European Trial with Bou, Raga, 
Cabestany and Fajardo all from the Spanish re¬ 
gion) Ossa are striding forward and released the 
next major evolution of their TR280i last month. 

The bike is the ultimate motorcycling toy and the 
level of ‘cool’ afforded to the brand makes the 
Ossa even more exotic. The 2010 model used a 
fuel injected two-stroke engine and Ohlins and 
Marzoochi suspension and two years on here is the 
refined version as the PR text states: “more ma¬ 
noeuvrable and revolutionary which has received 
lots of changes to improve its reliability, main¬ 
tenance, ergonomics and, of course, the perfor¬ 
mance.” 


OTOR would also love to get our hands on the 
Ossa Enduro ... 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 

Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 
Ray Archer Photographer 

Steve Cox Photo-journalist and AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Steve Matthes AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 

Nuria Garcia, Paula Mastrangelo & Tactilestudio Design 
Gabi Alvarez Web developer 
www.ribitsolutions.com Hosting 
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This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 






